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TO:  BOCES District Superintendents 
  School District Superintendents  
  Superintendents of Special Act School Districts  

Superintendents of State-Operated Schools  
Superintendents of State-Supported Schools  
Public School Administrators   
Charter School Leaders  
Special Education Directors  
Chairpersons of Committees on Special Education  
Chairpersons of Committees on Preschool Special Education  
Administrators of Nonpublic Schools with Approved Special Education Programs  
Organizations, Parents, and Individuals Interested in Special Education 

 
FROM:  Christopher Suriano 
 
SUBJECT:  Guidance to Assist Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) in Supporting Students with 

Disabilities and Avoiding Discriminatory Use of Discipline 
 
This memorandum is to inform you that United States Department of Education’s (USDE) 

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), in collaboration with their technical assistance 
partners, have unveiled a  webpage titled Positive Supports for Behavior and Discipline | OSEP Ideas 
That Work on the OSEP Ideas That Work

intervention and behavioral strategies.   
 

Included with the OSEP resources is guidance the USDE’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) and 
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) issued to help public elementary 
and secondary schools fulfill their responsibilities to meet the needs of students with disabilities and 
avoid the discriminatory use of student discipline1.  A letter from U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel 
Cardona to educators, school leaders, and parents, highlights key resources and information from 
the USDE that may be useful in supporting the needs of students with disabilities in particular, 
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guidance documents, to support state educational agencies’ (SEA) and local educational agencies' 
(LEA) 
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