
Why should schools focus on the 
cultures of their students?

The New York State Education 
Department understands culture as 
the multiple components of one’s 
identity, including but not limited to: 
race, economic background, gender, 
language, sexual orientation, nation-
ality, religion, and ability. Culture far 
transcends practices such as cuisines, 
art, music, and celebrations to also 
include ways of thinking, values, and 
forms of expression. These ways and 
forms are in constant �ux, renegoti-
ation, and evolution. Schools then 






