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 I. Applicant Group Information 

a. Applicant Group Information: A planning group of residents, community leaders, business 
professionals, educators, parent representatives and advocates worked with the Syracuse community 
gathering support and input over an extended period to develop this proposal (See attached Table 1.) 
Qualifications of each group member are in Attachment 5a. Criminal background checks will be 
conducted per the NYSED Charter School Office rules. 
b. Public Contact: Mr. Drake Harrison (315) 679-2687 harrisondrake421@gmail.com https://100blackmensyr.org/ 
c. Application History: NA 

II. Proposed Charter School Information 
a. Proposed School Name: CENTRAL NEW YORK STEAM ACADEMY Charter School 
(CNYSACS) 
b. Proposed Mission Statement: The mission of CENTRAL NEW YORK STEAM ACADEMY 
Charter School is to ensure academic and personal achievement by creating a collaborative learning 
community that promotes higher learning in every field of human endeavor. CENTRAL NEW YORK 
STEAM ACADEMY Charter School believes that in order for this concept to be feasible, all students 
must be able to compete globally. Our student-centered program of studies will foster the academic and 
personal excellence necessary to meet or exceed the state standards, as well as, promote productive 
members of society. 

c. Proposed School Location: CNYSACS plans to locate in the Southside Neighborhood of Syracuse, 
NY. CNYSACS will request space in a district school or reside in a private space. We will be working 
with a real-estate developer to explore, purchase, and/or renovate as needed. 
d. Target Population/Community to be Served: 
CNYSACS will be a K-8 elementary / middle school, in the Southern neighborhood of Syracuse, New 
York. CNYSACS was chosen based on district and school data analysis, community outreach and 
community input. 
f- space. We will be working 
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Innovative Design Elements 
1. Literacy and English Language Arts will be infused and embedded throughout the curriculum using a 

variety of researched based methods, authentic texts, and applications. Project based learning will 
promote active participation in the learning process by all scholars as we tap into rigorous, higher order 
thinking strategies with informational literacy, problem solving, explicit communication and 
collaboration, systems thinking and culturally responsive teaching in every discipline. 

2. CNYSACS will implement a balanced literacy program that will focus on developing independent 
thinkers through the implementation of rigorous instruction, the 5 pillars of early literacy at the K-2 level 
and the utilization of culturally responsive teaching methods that utilize diverse texts. Explicit math 
instruction utilizing the 5 Practices for Orchestrating Productive Math Discussions, the Engage NY ELA 
and Math Modules, Marzano’s “Teaching For Rigor”, Bloom’s Taxonomy, Student Support Services and 
AIS instruction, all supported by using RTI, will provide a framework for improving student achievement 
within the standards-driven curriculum to help teachers clarify learning goals, devise revealing 
assessments of student understanding, and craft effective and engaging learning activities for all students. 

3. CNYSACS will incorporate the following formative and summative assessment tools to foster student 
achievement: Real time progress monitoring, Teacher Generated Mock Assessments, Weekly skill based 
assessments based on data analysis, NYSTP (New York State Testing Program) for the Common 
Core/Next Generation ELA Standards Grades 3-8, NYSTP for the Common Core/Next Generation Math 
Standards Grades 3-8, NYSTP for the Science Performance Tests Grades 4 and 8, NYS English as a 
Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT), NYS Alternative Assessment (NYSAA) when and if 
required, NYS Identification Test for English Language Learners (NYSITELL), LEP/ELL Identification 
Process, Language Assessment Battery – Revised (LAB-R), National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) ELA and Math - Grades 4 and 8, PARCC Field Test. 

4. The CNYSACS will integrate the academic disciplines of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics (STEAM) Program into a cohesive learning paradigm based on real-world applications. In 
STEAM integration, discovery, problem solving, and inquiry-based learning all play strong roles.This 
will be supported by Project Based Learning (PBL), a teaching method in which students gain 
knowledge and skills by working for an extended period of time to investigate and respond to an 
authentic, engaging, and complex question, problem, or challenge. 

5. The CNYSACS will develop and implement the following core values: 
● Self Awareness 
● Self Esteem 
● Trust 
● Achievement 
● Character 
● Empathy 
● Leadership 

6. Professional Development in the CNYSACS will focus on, but not be limited to, unpacking and 
implementing the NYS Next Generation Learning Standards, curriculum mapping, academic-behavior 
management, Response To Intervention (RTI), differentiated instruction, data analysis that informs 
data-driven decision making, and use of the content curriculum to support the NYS and Next Generation 
Learning Standards. 













                                                                    
                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                               

 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

  

 

 

Table 2: Public Outreach Information 
Table 2 is not counted toward the page limits 

Add more rows and/or rotate page as necessary 

Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Target Stakeholder 
Group 

Description of the Outreach Location of 
Outreach 

Input Obtained Action Taken on Input Number of 
Attendees 

01/16/2017 
meeting date 

Families of students 
with disabilities, 

community members 

Sent flyers to community based 
organizations serving children and 
families with special needs. Hosted 

a meet/greet to introduce team 
and solicit feedback on application. 

ABC Community 
Center 

1000 Avenue A 
NYC CSD 5 

Need for family partners Add a family liaison to the staff who is 
bi-lingual 

22 families of 
students in 
grades Pre-

Kindergarten 
and 

Kindergarten 

1/8/18 All community 
members with school 

aged children 

Informational community 
meeting 

Bethany Baptist 
Church 

Q & A on charter school 
plans / Opinion surveys on 

plans for charter school 

Compiled data from surveys and 
discussed responses 

11 

1/10/18 All community 
members with school 

aged children 

Informational community 
meeting 

People’s AME 
Zion Church 

Q & A on charter school 
plans / Opinion surveys on 

plans for charter school 

Compiled data from surveys and 
discussed responses 

10 

1/19/19 Community 
members 

Meeting of National Action 
Network membership 

Local Church Q & A on charter school 
plans / Opinion surveys on 

plans for charter school 

Compiled data from surveys and 
discussed responses 

22 

Jan 2019 Community 
members 

Online survey Survey 
Monkey 

Respondents to online 
opinion survey regarding 
plans for charter school 

Compiled data from surveys and 
discussed responses 

78 

2/26/19 Higher Learning 
Network and 

Advisors 

Conference call between 



                                                                   



                                                                    
                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
   

   

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 

 
 

      
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

Table 2: Public Outreach Information 
Table 2 is not counted toward the page limits 

Add more rows and/or rotate page as necessary 

Date(s) of 
Outreach 
(mm/dd/yy) 

Target Stakeholder 
Group 

Description of the Outreach Location of 
Outreach 

Input Obtained Action Taken on Input Number of 
Attendees 

6/6/2019 Conference call 
Meeting between 

Community 
Stakeholders, 100 

Black Men of 
Syracuse Inc. and 

HLN 

Planning Session for 
Community Outreach 

Events in July 

Zoom 
conference 

call 

Community outreach 
events would be planned 

for the weekend of July 12-
14 

Planning sessions would continue 
every Thursday evening. 
Determined that 1 of the 
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